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( _Swngpp and legltxmate seggecy}

" “In order 1o maintain your secrets, you must-: Y
have some visible means of control’” said Ad—q
miral Turner, Director of Central. Im.emgem:e-;
and we agree.’with: himinThes qnaman...ir
whether the best means is the kind of contract.]
system which former CIA agent .Frank Snepp’
was found to’ haye vmlated by afederaldi.stnct
judge. Earlier- this ™ year— former Director of ¥
Central Intelligence William, Colby spokao&then
- inadequacy. of tbe,present ;contract. approach.g
"He: suggosted alt.emat’.mes»wo;:th.c:omemplzmng;.”;i

~ Oren- Lewig's ruling ﬂnt Mr"Snepyforf&th:s"
earnings;” now-saidto~ be~ some= $60;000; :from-=
“Decent-Interval. " his’ book. abou_tf*cm opere'v
 ations+ ins. Vietnam: Mr=> Sneppt wasr alsor re=:
. qmred.-tovobtam CIA¢ approval. beﬁ:retrymgto-*
publish- anythmg‘ebe :drawm fromrhis CIA” em<]
ploymenﬁ__;._u:.,.,._v ﬁ"MWFW
- The- judgment‘'was- clouded” by Some-ofithe
court proceedings. On grounds-tha# Ro=factual’
disputes- needed"to- be-demde(t"".l’udgettewns
had denied: Mr: Snepp’s request for'a jury triats
The judge-reportediy-left no~doubt-about. his’
views-against Mr. Snepp from-the- begmmng,_
The net:. xmpressmn was not of’ Amencan‘]us-~
tice at its.most ]udxcmus.‘
Judiciousness - ‘was’ needed txr"wexgh Mr.

. Snepp’s alleged breach.of contract against. the'|
public’s need to have-information’ beyomt offis
cial handouts’ abom-agencxes'operaung,m B15 2
name. One-of Mr: Snepp’s”arguments-was. that
agency officials were- already” leaking ' biased{
versions of;what went.on.in Vietnam while sup-]
.pressing- his request to offer his~ ox_x-tbe-spot
criticisms of the Saigan evacuation-in:a doc
‘ment for internal use. He- deczded to gapubh -
.andblowthewlnstlez -l .
.~ The judge’s’ mlmg' hmged n~ the~ narmwg
‘basis that- Mrz Snepp-signed contract’as’ a
'CIA employee: not to- “publish:Without 'CIA: A>‘ap-
proval. In suing: Mr_’ Snepp for damages, the
‘government: did not charge- Mrr, Snepp:with, dis-
closing' ‘classified- Motmauon;:,wlncha;he» say&
he did not.doxy;s «;.»., Z ,rmg@é,::ap :
. This-leaves" theConclusion: that :the" reason
for the- suxt; “andnow-the’ penaltragamst Mr
Snepp,~was. not: that he ‘vielated " secrecy- but
that hé: defied: the~CIA’s—contract: method-.of:
“yisible- means. ‘of .control2!;:vinw Admiral;
Turner’s. phrase;>The- question- remains. how|
that: control .can: be maxmamed on—legmmatea

I'd

; tion® by a forelgn power. if they were mporte«ﬁ
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“secrets while not preventing at any level the. {

kind of disclosures whose necessity was one of
the lessons of legislative-scrutiny of the in-3
telhgence agencies. Indeed,.. Admirak. Turnet
-entered oa his job with: a, request»m the CIAe:
‘that information about lapses be passed-on to’
him. At some. pomtthe. pubhc. t.oo mnst.be o~
formed: . AR

. Which- brings us: back t.ter. Colby’& douhts
,about the contract system and-his suggestions 1
beyond it_ He told-a Senate: subcommmeemab
the government should not *‘turr: franticaily ta ]
attempts .to enforce. contracts or obtam dany-]
"ages.’> He indicated injunctions were'a’ doubt—
ful remedy in light of Supreme Courtdecmom
against prior restramt of puhhwnon.

_He pmposed ‘a. cnmmal _statute. na.rruwly*
covenng only_ those- mtelhgence sources aod: ]

methods vulnerable-to “termination oa f1'115tra~F

"'A'further limitation would‘Iie i the applxcatmn
_of the statute only to those. who. had,specxﬂc‘§
ally' promised to keep these secrets_A prob{em
here might arise if such a system wete‘usedtu
create new prxvﬂeged'and unprivi .
inthe CIA. - - T E e
But the thrust would be~away from geneml-
ized’ pte-censorsmp There would be judicial

- adversary proceedings to decide on what mate-
rial was covered. Reporters could not be pros-]
_ecuted for having -the information. Clearance
of manuscripts would be voluntary - .
; These are not. the only possibie altlar-natxvel.J
But they suggest an awareness of the need for
change highlighted hy‘the Snepp case.. ;.. ...




